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appears in the rains, and of the rohu fish, which has yellowish
scales, and hang them to its neck ; or they catch a small frog
alive, tie it up in a yellow cloth, and hang it to the child's neck
by a blue thread till it dies.1 In Wales the old cure for
jaundice was to put a gold coin at the bottom of a pewter mug,
fill it with clear mead, and ask the patient to look into it
without drinking any. This was to be done while repeating
the Lord's Prayer nine times over without a mistake.2 How-
ever, Welsh opinion seems to hesitate between regarding
yellow objects as a cure or as a cause of jaundice and other ail-
ments, as we learn from the following passage : " Yellow was
considered very bad for the ' sterricks ' (hysteria), and country
folk said that if you gazed too long upon a ' yellow rag ' you
would become ' silly and moon-struck.' The plague was
often called the yellow sickness or the yellow complaint. At
the same time, a person suffering from jaundice was advised
to wear a yellow ribbon or woollen rag around his throat.
But in some parts of Wales it was asserted that yellow worn
on any part of the body would induce or * conjure ' the
jaundice. If a yellow-hammer could be caught and held
before the face of a person afflicted with jaundice, a cure might
be expected. A piece of amber or a topaz put in a drinking
goblet or cup, and the latter filled with mead, was a cure for
jaundice. The skin of a lizard or viper placed under the
pillow served the same purpose." 8 And in Wales, as yellow
objects have been used as a cure for jaundice, so on the same
principle of homoeopathic magic, red objects have been
employed as a cure for scarlet fever and other maladies. So
" in 1859 a doctor of the old school ordered a patient suffering
from scarlet fever to be dressed in red night and day clothing.
Red curtains were suspended from the window-pole, and
the old-fashioned, four-posted bedstead was draped with red
material. Smallpox patients were also enveloped in red, and
red blinds or curtains were drawn across the windows. At the
first approach of scarlet fever or smallpox the person was
subjected to red treatment. There was an old superstition
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